
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING OF AUGUST 17, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 

Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the pledge of allegiance roll call 

was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough 

Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes for the July 20, 

2020 and July 27, 2020 Commissioner Meetings and approve them as posted.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion, which was then approved 

unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2020-03 was introduced for first reading, which is for a multipurpose capital 

bond in the amount of $3,025, 000.  Mayor Rochford provided a brief explanation of the 

ordinance, which deals with the Borough’s capital expenditures for this year, also noting 

the delays in adopting the Borough’s 2020 Budget.  Commissioner Kasko explained the 

costs for the stormwater repairs portion of the bond.  Mayor Rochford announced that 

the Public Hearing would be held on September 8, 2020 at the next regularly scheduled 

Commissioner Meeting.  As there were no questions asked the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

The Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the following resolutions as no 

questions were asked: 

 

2020-08-17-091 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2020-08-17-092 Authorization to Issue Checks – Overpayment of Taxes 

 

Once Resolution 2020-08-17-093 was introduced, which authorized the introduction of the 

Borough’s 2020 Budget, Commissioner Kasko briefly explained the various aspects of the 

budget per the Budget Recapitulation.  He noted that there is a slight increase in the tax 

rate, and that there has been no significant drop in the rate of collections.  The Public 

Hearing for the budget will be held at the regularly scheduled Commissioner meeting on 

September 22, 2020.  Mayor Rochford pointed out the Cost of Services information 

provided within the Recapitulation.  He also congratulated the Administrator, Chief 

Financial Officer and the Department Heads on their work on the budget.  This has not 

been an easy year to put a budget together.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich thanked the 

staff involved in this work, noting that this was her first time working on the Borough’s 

budget. 

 

Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, noted that there is a 14.95% increase in salaries and wages.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that this percentage is mainly from contract negotiated 

increases, as well as step increases for newer employees.  The Administrator also 

commented that younger forces typically have more step increases.  She also noted that 

there is a 2% increase on base salaries. 

 

The Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the following resolutions as no 

questions were asked: 



2020-08-17-094 Authorization to Set Tax Rate for Open Space Tax Fund 

2020-08-17-095 Authorization to Participate in the South Jersey Power Cooperative – 

Bid A-30/2020 for Retail Electric Supply Services 

2020-08-17-096 Authorization to Award Bid – Concrete Work for Various Locations 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to remove Resolution 2020-07-27-089, which 

authorizes the signing of an Affordable Housing Development Agreement with 

Community Investment Strategies, Inc.  The motion was approved unanimously.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich then talked about the August 24, 2020 public meeting to be 

held to discuss the Borough’s Affordable Housing, which will be held via ZOOM.  She then 

commented on the in-fill properties purchased, and in the process of being purchased, 

that will help reduce the density for the Snowden Avenue project.  There is also a 5–unit 

site that will be put on the Boxwood property (65 Haddon Avenue) that helps with the 

density at Snowden Avenue.  Information on the August 24th meeting will be posted on 

social media regarding this public meeting.  The agreement referenced in this resolution 

covers the 28 units that are required by the Fair Share Housing Corp. (FSHC) settlement 

regarding the Snowden Avenue project.  As there were no questions asked Mayor 

Rochford and Commissioner Kasko approved the resolution, with Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich recusing herself stating that the firm she is now working for previously had work 

with FSHC prior to her working with the firm. 

 

Mayor Rochford then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Mr. Hess asked for the current status of the Board of Education’s land swap with the 

Borough.  The Administrator replied that they are working out the easement for the sib-

division of the Lullworth Hall portion with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and 

is expecting additional discussions with SHPO during the week.  Mr. Hess expressed 

concerns about moving forward on this land swap now because this is tying up the 

Borough’s Open Space Fund when that money could be used elsewhere.  Mayor 

Rochford pointed out that putting Radnor Field under open space/green acres 

restrictions is beneficial to the town.  Mr. Hess then asked if the BOE had the funds 

necessary to maintain the property.  Mayor Rochford replied that Mr. Hess would need 

to talk to the BOE regarding that. 

 

Mayor Rochford then expressed his sorrow on learning that Villa Rosa will be closing their 

business and commented on how long the restaurant has been in town. 

 

Augustine Riginos, owner of The Bistro at Haddonfield, asked whether or not the 

Commissioners had approved the use of outdoor heaters by restaurants.  The 

Administrator stated that the Commissioner has approved a permit to be used for this 

purpose. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


